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Then, as industries, trade, and commerce continued to
develop, the craftsmen and merchants grew rapidly in
wealth and importance. They were soon enabled to rival
the clergy in education, and the nobility in the luxury of
their dwellings and living. They began to read, and books
were written or adapted for their needs. The " burgher
class77 came to have a recognized position by the side of
the clergy and nobility; and the king, in order to retain
their support, was forced to take counsel with them. This
development of industry and commerce, growth of town
and city life, and rise of a " third estate?J is one of the most
noteworthy changes of the late Middle Ages.
Informal training in the gilds. — Such a new social atti-
tude naturally gave rise to new forms of education. An
informal type of training soon sprang up in connection
with the development of " gilds.'7 Besides the original
gild of merchants, through which the town had presented
a united front and gained its privileges, separate gilds for
the various crafts had been established in each town.
These craft gilds were the sole repositories of the tradi-
tional lore of the vocations, and became the chief channel
for transmitting it. While their number and variety
differed in each town, all the gilds sought to prevent
anyone who had not been regularly approved and ad-
mitted to the corporation from practicing the trade he
represented.
In consequence of this attempt at regulation, industrial
training in the craft of each gild grew up through an
apprenticeship system, This was provided upon a
domestic basis. The ct apprentice77 entered the household
of his "master," and learned the craft under his direction
(Fig. 17). The time necessary for this varied greatly in
different crafts. For example, in Paris it took two years

